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TAGS: PFOR, MARR, SOPN, KS, US 

SUBJECT: FURTHER KOREAN PRESS REACTION TO HABIB-BROWN VISIT 
MAY 24 

REE: SEOUL 4000 (DTG 130842Z MAY 77) 

SUMMARY: WEEKEND COVERAGE OF HABIB-BROWN VISIT LEFT 
FRONT PAGES AND WAS MORE SUBDUED, APPARENTLY REELECTING 
FONMIN'S COUNSEL TO PRESS. LATE LOCAL STORY IN TUESDAY 
PRESS BROUGHT WELCOME PREDICTION OF "FLEXIBILITY" IN 
U.S. PLAN. END SUMMARY. 

1. OVER WEEKEND OE MAY 14-15, ADDITIONAL COMMENTS ON 
MAY 24 VISIT OF GENERAL BROWN AND UNDERSECRETARY HABIB 
APPEARING IN KOREAN PRESS WERE SOMEWHAT SUBDUED, 
APPARENTLY SHOWING EFEECTS OF FONMIN PAK TON- JIN'S 
REQUEST TO REPORTERS MAY 13 THAT PAPERS "BE MORE 
CAREFUL" IN REPORTING TROOP WITHDRAWAL ISSUES, TO 
AVOID "SERIOUS OBSTACLES TO DIPLOMATIC NEGOTIATIONS." 
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HAN'GUK ILBO POLITICAL GOSSIP COLUMN QUOTED PAK EURTHER 
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AND ROKG'S STRESS ON "SHARING DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE TWO 
PARTIES." GREATEST WORRY OF NEWSPAPERS SEEMED TO BE 
THAT HABIB-BROWN VISIT MIGHT CONSTITUTE A "UNILATERAL 
NOTIFICATION" OF A U.S. PLAN FOR WITHDRAWAL. 

3. TONGA WRITERS DID SOUND A FEW SOUR NOTES IN NOTING 
"ARBITRARY WAY" IN WHICH USG NOTIFIED ROKG OF VISIT "AT 
THE LAST MOMENT," QUOTING SPECULATION FROM DRP FIGURES 
THAT "GENERAL BROWN IS FAVORABLE TO KOREAN ISSUES 
WHILE .... HABIB IS OTHERWISE," AND NDP CHAIRMAN YI CH'OL- 

SUNG'S STATEMENTS THAT U.S. SIMULTANEOUS WITHDRAWAL FROM KOREA 
AND REINFORCEMENT OF NATO TROOPS REPRESENTED "A WHITE- 
ORIENTED POLICY." 

4. ON MAY 17, TONGA ILBO FRONTPAGED LOCAL STORY, 

ATTRIBUTED TO "RELATED SOURCES," THAT PLAN HABIB AND 
BROWN WILL BRING WILL NOT BE UNILATERAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF A FINAL PLAN FOR WITHDRAW AL,BUT WILL BE FLEXIBLE. 

SOURCES ARE PORTRAYED AS PREDICTING THAT "SUFFICIENT 
DISCUSSIONS", WITH ROKG WILL TAKE PLACE, AND FINAL, 

DETAILED WITHDRAWAL PLANS WILL BE "RESULT OF PROLONGED 
CONSULTATIONS." 
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